
 
 

 

July 2021 

“Neighbors helping to create a Clean, Safe, and Enjoyable Neighborhood” 

President’s Letter 
 

Greetings, family, friends and neighbors!  It’s 
been quite some time since our last Meadowlark 
Newsletter.  This edition is designed to update 
and inform. 
 
MECA 
 
As a Civic Association we continue to conduct our 
monthly Board Meetings held on the second 
Thursday of each month.  These meetings 
consist of formatting plans and strategies that 
deal with the day-to-day issues that affect our 
community.  We’re looking forward to what we 
hope to be our first General Meeting in November 
of 2021 when we honor our men and women 
Veterans.  
 
National Night Out 
 
After much thought and consideration, National 
Night Out scheduled for Tuesday, 3, August, has 
been canceled.  The highly transmissible Delta 
Variant, which was recently confirmed in all 50 
states, played a major role in our decision.  
According to the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) the highly infectious Delta Variant 
accounts for 83 percent of the new coronavirus 
cases in the United States.  The most vulnerable 
appears to be the unvaccinated.  Virginia has a 
lower caseload than many other states; 
nonetheless, this is not the time for COVID 
complacency!  
 
Sphere of Influence 
 
We are proud to announce that our influence 
within the county has proven to make a tangible 
difference.   Our steadfast support of Hancock 
 

Service Station helped to secure approval for 
their recently erected new canopy.  MECA has 
sustained a solid working relationship and a direct 
line of communication with the new owner of 
Meadowbrook Plaza.  He respects us as an 
organization and takes our thoughts and  
recommendations very seriously.  We have met 
with him on numerous occasions and in our 
estimation, he’s doing an outstanding job! 
 
Patience 
 
There are quite a few County code violations we 
are working to resolve.  We would like to thank 
you, the Meadowbrook Estates community, for 
your patience and understanding.  Many 
neighbors may not be aware of the community-
based guidelines contained within Meadowbrook 
Estates Covenants.  We’re working on doing a 
better job of getting this information out to you, 
our general public.  The enforcement of County 
code is a must.  We know and understand that no 
one paying a mortgage likes someone telling 
them what to do on their private property.  
However, County code needs to be adhered to, 
without them our community would fall apart.  
Some situations are more complicated than 
others and may require County assistance.  Our 
intent is to resolve any and all code-related 
issues at the lowest possible level.  So, if the 
covenants officer pays you an unexpected visit, 
please understand that he is your fellow neighbor, 
willing to work with you, in good faith! 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read the 
Meadowlark Newsletter.  Your thoughts and 
concerns are very much appreciated and never 
taken for granted! 
 
Julius Huggins 
MECA President 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

The Natural Beauty of Meadowbrook Estates 
by Tyla Matteson 

When I take walks in the Meadowbrook  
neighborhood, I see a revolving display of 
flowering beauty and realize how fortunate we are 
to live here.  This begins every spring with 
daffodils, forsythia, then dogwoods and red bud 
trees.  Later there are gorgeous azaleas, tulips, 
irises, and then magnolia blooms and dazzling 
crape myrtle trees.  The majestic oaks give us 
shade and provide habitat to our resident 
squirrels and an occasional owl.  So many 
neighbors take time to plant and care for these 
lovely plants and trees.  Thank you!! 

 Here are some thoughts about plants, trees, and 
the health of our earth and our own bodies: 

1 – The tree canopy shelters us from the sun and 
cools temperatures on hot days, saving us from 
cranking up the AC in our homes. 

2 – Trees absorb carbon from the air in exchange 
for oxygen.  This is one way to lower the CO2 
and help address climate change. 

3 – More oxygen in our bodies is good for our 
brain function and gives us more 
energy.  Breathing in fresh air helps our lungs 
and our general health. 

4 – Trees and plants help to absorb toxins in the 
air outdoors and indoors.  Indoor plants like aloe 
vera, peace lily, and spider plant emit oxygen, 

some 24 hours a day.  These beneficial plants 
can be found in local greenhouse stores and 
absorb harmful substances like formaldehyde, 
benzene, and toluene that might be in our homes 
such as from pressed wood furniture, glues, or 
cigarette smoke. 

5 – Mature trees, 50 years old or older, can 
absorb more CO2 than younger trees.  A 100-foot 
tree measuring 18 inches in diameter at the base 
produces about 6,000 pounds of oxygen per day. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 

Vehicles speeding in Meadowbrook, Lake Hills, 
and also on Hopkins Road in front of the schools, 
has become a problem.  There are children, 
walkers, runners, and pets that we must watch 
out for.  Please be mindful of your speed. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 
We welcome Cody Lyn Toler, born June 10 to 
Jay and Chelly Toler of Monza Drive!  Cody is 
their first child, and he loves eating and sleeping 
and being cuddled by his Mommy and Daddy! 
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F U L L    C I R C L E 

 
 
David Askew passed away on April 12, at 78 
years old.  He is survived by his wife, Barbara, 
and son Chris of Oregon.  He loved his job as 
draftsman at G.D. International, where he worked 
for 42 years.  He enjoyed woodworking and built 
the deck and Florida room at their home.   They 
had lived in their home on Stornoway Drive since 
1978. 
 
Marvin Bradshaw of Monza Drive passed away 
on February 7.  He is survived by his wife Pam, 
and his children Merritt and Tucker, and three 
grandchildren.  Marvin was known and loved by 
many in this area because he had a local Allstate 
office and a number of people in our area carried 
insurance with him.  He was always friendly and 
liked to stop and chat.  That was nice and will be 
missed.  Marvin and Pam had been our good 
neighbors in Meadowbrook for 28 years. 
 
Diana Columbo passed away on January 13 from 
effects of ALS.  She is survived by son Brian and 
daughter Lisa and her beloved grandson Neven.  
She also left behind hear sweet cat Maddie, who 
is now in the care of her daughter in law.  Diana 
worked at Philip Morris for many years, and when 
she retired she worked at Call Federal Credit 
Union for many years.  She had been our 
neighbor here in Meadowbrook for 50 years. 

 
Edward Connor, 94, passed away on  March 30. 
He and his wife, Virginia, were our neighbors on 
Burnham Road since 2009.  He was predeceased 
 by Virginia and also by their son, Keith, and is 
survived by their daughter Shari Kritikakos as well 
as grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

 
 

 
Donald Grubbs passed away on June 7.  He is 
survived by his wife, Brenda, daughter Holli, and 
son Scott, two grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren.  He was a devoted family man and 
a loyal employee of Philip Morris for 31 years.   
Donald and Brenda moved in their home on 
Bonnie Brae Court in 1996, but had lived in 
Meadowbrook and the surrounding area for years 
before that.  Donald was known by neighbors for 
his keen sense of humor and private jokes that 
will never be divulged. 

 
Earnest Harris, 69, died on May 30. He was 
survived by his wife, Evelyn and three children.  
He was a volunteer with Chesterfield Parks and 
Recreation and enjoyed nature, gardening, and  
helping senior citizens.  Earnest and Evelyn 
moved in their home on Bonnie Brae Road in 
2003.  
 
Andrew Lee Hopson, Sr., 94, departed this life 
November 28, 2020.  He was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Debra Smith, and was survived 
by his wife, Eileen Hopson; daughters, Beverly 
Agness and Michelle Laurie; sons, Gregory 
Smith, Abdur Shakur and Andrew Lee Hopson 
Jr.; a granddaughter, and a beloved sister.  
Andrew and Eileen had been our neighbors on 
Edgemere Boulevard since 2007. 
 
Tim Jennings, 98, passed away on May 12.  He 
was preceded in death by his wife, Mary (BB).  
Tim is survived by his son, Mike, three 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  Tim 
was known for being a very gentle and kind 
person, never passing a harsh word about 
anyone.  He worked many years for Mr. W.S. 
Carnes with the construction of the fine ‘Carnes 
Houses’ of Meadowbrook.  He and BB were our 
neighbors for 51 years. 
 
Mary Jean Mahone, 78, died on April 6. She was 
survived by her two daughters, Bonnie Hughes 
and Wendy Shroyer and son Richard McGee,  
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seven  grandchildren,  ten great-grandchildren, 
and a sister. Jean was preceded in death by her 
beloved husband of 31 years, Robert Wesley 
Mahone.  Jean and her husband started 
Mahone's Forge Historical Productions. Hands-on 
demonstrations were taken to the school 
systems.  
 
Patsy ‘Pat’ Taylor, 79, passed away November 
23, 2020. She was preceded in death by her first  
husband, Charles Womack; two brothers, and a  
sister. She is survived by her husband Charles  
Taylor, three children, five grandchildren, three 
great-grandchildren, and two sisters. Pat retired 
from DuPont. She was a devoted wife and loved 
spending time with her family.  In her free time, 
she loved going to the river.  Charles and Patsy 
had been our neighbors on Stornoway Drive 
since 2000. 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Welcome New Neighbors 

 
The following have become homeowners in our 
neighborhood since October, 2020.   

 
Elvi Taveras, Bonnie Brae Rd., June 2021 
 
Mark Leisure, Burnham Rd., November 2020 
 
 
 

 
Violeta Martinez, Drakeshire Rd., January 2021 
 
Andreau McCrae, Drakeshire Rd., March 2021 
 
Adam & Kaitlin Lucarelli, Drakeshire Rd., March 
2021 
 
Jose Campos, Leon Castaneda & Ingrid Campos, 
Falstone Rd., June 2021 
 
Alejandro Galeano, Falstone Rd., May 2021 
 
Robert & Cherl Burrell, Falstone Rd., February 
2021 
 
Marlene Garnett, Falstone Rd., November 2020 
 
Lisa Standing Bear-Terrones, Falstone Rd., April 
2021 
 
Janet Davis, Falstone Rd., May 2021 
 
Jose Pelaez, Hopkins Rd., December 2020 
 
Mark Magnotta & Maribel Fogg, Marquette Rd., 
March 2021 
 
Dennis Delmott, Monza Dr., April 2021 
 
Robin Nicolaus, Southmoor Rd., December 2020 
 
Shawn & Lisa Doran, Southmoor Rd., April 2021 
 
Thomas & Julie Hofer, Southmoor Rd., May, 
2021 
 
William & Carol Koeher, Southmoor Rd., October, 
2020 
 
Ervin Avila, Stornoway Dr., June, 2021 
 
Catherine W. Quinn, Monza Dr., February 2021 
 
Elizabeth Brill, Lake Hills Ct., January 2021 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

How come noses run and feet smell? 
 
What are you vacating when you go on a 
vacation? 
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WHAT DO I GET FROM MY MECA DUES? 

by Ben Thorp 
MECA Treasurer 

 
A good question is what do I get for my 
MECA Dues ? 

   There are a couple of good ways to answer 
this question. So far, the result of your MECA 
dues and the effort of a group of citizens is 
what has been described by many county 
officials as “a safe, clean well-maintained 
neighborhood where neighbors seem to be 
concerned for one another”. Hopefully one or 
more of those items is why you moved here or 
why you continue to live here.  Your dues and 
support are the only way any of this can be 
maintained.  Recent result-oriented additions 
include the new “anti-skid” and banked 
pavement on Hopkins Road near Edgemere, 
the canopy for Hancock’s Service Station and 
approval of funds for a sidewalk from 
Hancock’s Service Station to Melody Lane.  
And this was achieved with one of the lowest 
dues rates in Chesterfield County because your 
MECA Board is frugal and because of the 
volunteer hours. 

The other answer relates to how MECA 
volunteers use your dues and their time to 
maintain our “little oasis”.  By the way, 
volunteers do not receive compensation or 
reimbursement for their time or their expenses. 
MECA efforts include but are not limited to: 

 Maintaining Neighborhood Watch 
Patrols 

 Maintaining good relations with county 
officials 

 Maintaining good coordination with the 
new owner of Meadowbrook Plaza 

 Maintaining grass cutting on Edgemere 
(our largest expense) ( did you notice 
the dead tree has been removed?) 

 Frequent litter patrols 
 Maintaining streetlights, patrol signs, 

entrance signs and response to requests 

 When covid allows, general meetings 
and special meetings like National Night 
Out 

 A comprehensive and well-maintained 
website whose name is atop each 
entrance site. 

    Covid has hurt our world, nation, state, and 
neighborhood.  MECA has had to curtail group 
events and as such lost some of the interaction 
that has helped the neighborhood.  MECA 
dues are down and volunteer hours are down 
slightly from the pre Covid times. 
   You can help by paying your MECA dues of 
$30 per household and volunteering even one 
hour a week.  Since group activities are down 
for safety reasons, please discuss this with at 
least two of your friends in the neighbor-
hood. That would be a huge help to 
communications which is the glue that holds 
everything together.  You can reach us at 
P.O. Box 34303, North Chesterfield, VA 
23234. Alternately if you log onto 
www.mbestates.org  you can click on any of 
our names and that will generate an e-mail 
where you can send us any issue. Ben has a 
habit of answering all e-mails within 24 hours. 
Thank you for all you do and can do. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Award Winning Company!  Scaled Commission Plans 
to Save Sellers Lots of Money!  Exposure in the 
Northern Virginia Multiple Listing Service for Extra 
Exposure!  Top Billing on the Internet!  Dedicated to 
Getting You Top Dollar! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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The Benefits of Walking in  
Meadowbrook Estates 

by Glen Besa 
 
Look out your front window especially in the 
morning or early evening and you are likely to see 
neighbors walking for their health.  Getting started 
is easy even if you walk just 15-20 minutes a day, 
3-5 times a week.  Maybe walk down to the 
corner or around the block.  If you have 
underlying health issues, you should check with 
your doctor, but otherwise just put on comfortable 
shoes and clothes and get out there and 
walk.  Meadowbrook Estates is a safe place to 
walk even without sidewalks because traffic is 
light and the speed limit is only 25 MPH.  Plus, 
you’ll get to meet your neighbors.  Note to drivers: 
watch for walkers and children, and slow down! 
 
The Arthritis Foundation identifies 12 benefits of 
walking:  
 1. Improve Circulation 
 2. Shore Up Your Bones 
 3. Enjoy a Longer Life 
 4. Lighten Your Mood 
 5. Lose Weight 
 6. Strengthen Muscles 
 7. Improve Sleep 
 8. Support Your Joints 
 9. Improve Your Breathing 
10. Slow Down Mental Decline 
11. Lower Alzheimer’s Risk 
12. Do More for a Longer Time 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Falling Creek Restoration Project 

by Paul Sisson 
 
   The Falling Creek Reservoir Restoration Project 
is the largest planned component of the county’s 
long-term Chesapeake Bay TMDL strategy. The 
reservoir has a watershed drainage area of about 
34,000 acres, and 2 major tributaries, Falling 
Creek and Pocoshock Creek, enter the upstream 
end of the reservoir. The reservoir is part of the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed and water released 
through the dam drains to the James River, which 
is located about 2.5 miles east of the reservoir. 
Although the reservoir was originally constructed 
in 1951 for water supply storage, it has not been 

used for this purpose since 1985. It is estimated 
that about 84 million gallons (MG), or 28% of the 
original storage volume has been lost due to 
sedimentation. Continued sedimentation at the 
average historical rate of about 1.5MG per year 
contributes to additional degradation and reduces 
future potential pollutant reduction of the 
reservoir. 
   The drainage area into Falling Creek Reservoir 
was mostly developed before any stormwater 
management requirements were established. The 
reservoir restoration project is to enhance the 
reservoir’s efficiency for removal of nitrogen, 
phosphorus and suspended solids in order to 
improve water quality, downstream and in the 
Chesapeake Bay. 
   The project consists of a physical restoration of 
the reservoir with the construction of a forebay 
and berm and the removal of 120,000 cubic yards 
of sediment. Construction is planned to initiate in 
the fall of 2019 and continue for approximately 2 
years. 

   I contacted Scott Flanigan who is the project 
manager.  He stated that preparation for 
construction activities didn’t actually begin until 
the spring of 2020 with dredging operations 
beginning in the fall of 2020. 
   Up till now, dredge production has been 
extremely slow with the new scheduled dredge 
completion time to be the Winter 2021.  Project 
completion to be the Spring of 2022. 
   I asked Mr. Flanigan if there would be public 
access for recreational opportunities once the 
project is completed.  He stated that the project 
will provide for increased recreational 
opportunities for adjacent landowners, but at this 
time there is no planned public access.  The 
majority of the land under and around the lake is 
currently privately owned. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Gregory K. Kontopanos, D.D.S. &  Associates 

A Division of Central Virginia Dental Care, PLC 

3525 Iron Bridge Road 

Richmond, Virginia  23234 

804-275-7477 

New Patients Always Welcome ! 
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Hopkins Road Sidewalk Project 

by Paul Sisson 
 
State and federal funds will be used to construct 
a concrete sidewalk along the west side of 
Hopkins Road from Bonniebank Road to South 
Melody Road. I contacted Chesterfield County to 
see if there was any new information on the 
status of this project. I did not receive a response. 
The Chesterfield County website states that 
construction is anticipated to begin early Fall 
2021 and completed late Fall 2021. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY !! 

 

 
 
Helen Partlow of Falstone Road celebrated her 
100th Birthday on July 10!  We extend our hearty 
congratulations and best Happy Birthday wishes.  
Also, Helen so appreciated and enjoyed the many 
wonderful cards she received from her neighbors,  
especially the one that popped up and then lit up 
and played Happy Birthday! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Appreciation for Valentine’s Day Cards 
 

Gracie and Maggie Doran of Southmoor Road made 
and delivered Valentine cards to many of 
Meadowbrook senior citizens.  An anonymous and 
wonderful neighbor down the street helped and 
supervised this activity.  Their time and 
thoughtfulness are much appreciated! 
 

MEADOWBROOK BIDS GOODBYE TO SOME 
LONG-TIME NEIGHBORS 

 
Some of our long-time senior neighbors have 
moved from Meadowbrook in recent months: 
Rupert Ferguson  Harriet Lumpkin 
Diane Higgins   Nancy Gordon 
 
We wish to acknowledge how much we appreciate 
their contributions and wish them well. 
 

Many thanks to Ben Thorp and Mark Howerton 
for cleanup and haul away of magnolia limbs on 
Edgemere Boulevard that came down during a 
storm. 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MECA Board Members 

 
President         Julius Huggins 

jrjhizzle@gmail.com   
804.318.0643 

Vice President        Kathy Donovan 
                  kedonovan@mindspring.com 
          804.205.4598 
Treasurer         Ben Thorp 
          bathorp@comcast.net 
          804.873.6561 
Secretary         Brenda Atkins 
                      BrendaJAtkins@yahoo.com 
          804.275.2958 
Webpage Editor         Ed Kast 
   edkast@earthlink.net 
 

MECA Standing Committees 
Neighborhood Watch Patrol:  
           Julius Huggins  
           jrjhizzle@gmail.com 
           804.318.0643 
Programs/Outreach:      Tyla Matteson 
                       tmatteson1@mindspring.com 
            804.275.6476 
Covenants:          Jimmy Brown                        

JBrown@amoorecadillac.com 
               804.920.2282 
Meadowlark Editor:         Brenda Atkins 
                                  brendajatkins@yahoo.com 
    804.275.2958 
Welcoming Committee:    Marie McCarthy 
Property & Grounds Committee:    Paul Sisson  

psisson@journeysoftinc.com                        


