
 

 

 

March 2017 

 

PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

 
Greetings family, friends, and neighbors.  Thank 
you for being the outstanding residents that you 
are.  With well over 400 homes in our subdivision, 
we do a pretty good job collectively as an ever 
growing and diverse community. 
 
As a civic association we know and understand 
that there are many situations, challenges, and 
issues that come up from time to time.  Whatever 
the short coming, we do our best to grow and 
persevere, through the good times and not so 
good times. 
 
Each calendar year we conduct (12) board 
meetings, (4) general meetings, and special 
events throughout the spring and summer.  The 
Meadowlark Newsletter is our standard form of 
print media, published on a quarterly basis, 
functioning as a realtime source of information for 
the community. 
 
On Thursday, 23, March, we will conduct our first 
general meeting of the new year.  It is very 
important that we as a community attend this 
meeting.  Many of our guests are public officials 
whose policies have a direct effect on us all.  We 
must take advantage of the opportunity to ask 
them questions, and make known our most 
pressing concerns. 
 
Meadowbrook Estates has a very good and 
healthy rapport with Chesterfield County Police 
Department.  They appreciate the fact that we 
have an established Neighborhood Watch, and 
 
 

 many of our members are graduates of their 
esteemed Citizens Academy.  In crime prevention 
we all play a vital role.  If you witness a crime or 
suspicious activity, call the police first, then the 
neighborhood watch.  This chain of action is 
always most effective! 
Dear neighbors it is very important that we all 
take stock in the common cause of the upkeep of 
our community.  I’m sure we all will agree that it is 
well worth the cost, time, and effort to do so.  We 
understand that everyone cannot be on the board 
or work the patrol; however, we can all contribute 
the best way we can, when we can.  Let’s all take 
a stand, to make a tangible difference! 
 
Julius Huggins 
MECA President 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
MECA GENERAL MEETING 

 

Date:    Thursday, March 23, 2016 

Time:   7:00PM 

Location:  Meadowbrook Country Club 

Speaker:   

        

Please Come and Bring a Neighbor ! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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                Leash LawLeash LawLeash LawLeash Law    
    

When walking your dogs in the neigh- 
borhood, please pick up after your 
pet, and please use a leash.  
Chesterfield does have a Leash Law.  
This is for the safety of your dogs 
as well as respect for your 
neighbors. 
 

 
 

Garbage Containers 

When putting out your receptacles for pick-

up, please place it in your driveway near the 

road, but not on the road, so that it won’t get 

hit by oncoming traffic. 

 
Reminder 

Vehicle vandalism continues to be an on-again/off-
again problem in the neighborhood.  It seems the 
perpetrators are on foot, and take aim at a number of 
cars in whatever random part of the neighborhood 
they happen to be in at the time.  Please keep your 
vehicles locked and take your valuables indoors with 
you. 

 

 
 
 
 

    CONGRATULATIONS !! 
Our own Julius Huggins, President of Meadow- 

brook Estates Civic Association and loyal and 

well-respected neighbor, has been awarded 

Volunteer of the Year Award by Chesterfield 

ROCC ( Revitalize Our Communities Committee).  

The following are some things that show his 

dedication to Our Country, His Family, and This 

Neighborhood.   

 

• 30 years of Active Duty in the United 

States Marines..9/79-10/09 

• Chesterfield County Police Department 

Academy graduation:  November 2011 

• Member Alumni to Chesterfield County 

Police Academy: November 2011-present 

• Chief Election Officer for Bermuda 

District—Precinct 112 Carver Middle 

School (Worked the Presidential, Primary 

and General Elections of  2016) 

• MECA President:  4 consecutive years 

(2011- 2015) 

• Presently MECA President 2017 

• Assisted in establishment of MECA Spring 

Cleanup:  2012-present  

• Assisted in re-establishment of MECA 

Patrol in 2010 

• MECA Patrol Coordinator 2010-present 

  

Julius and family moved to Meadowbrook Estates 

in June, 2009.  His intense involvement with the 

association, the patrol, and the beautification of 

our community has been intense and ongoing.  

His willingness to problem solve, to meet with 

residents to clarify and communicate has resulted 

in a reputation for active listening, for problem 

solving and for dedication in general of the 

highest level of commitment.  That level of 

dedication is an offspring of his thirty years 

serving our country in military.   He is known for 

fairness, for leadership skills and for providing the 
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highest quality of dedication and leadership 

which he has carved for us as a  consistent role   

model of citizenship.  It is our honor to have 

Julius in our neighborhood and to have him 

presented with this award. 

 

Thank You Julius, for all that you do! 

 

(It is to be noted, also, that a MECA member has 

either been awarded or recognized for the past 

three years for this award.  That, alone, is positive 

information for the community.) 
 

Treasurers Report 
By Ben Thorp 

 
Did you know that MECA collected $4,850 
in 2016?  93.3 % came from dues, 4.5% 
from gifts ( thank you), 1.8% from 
advertising (in Meadowlark)  and 0.4% 
from interest and a bank refund for an 
errant charge.  As you can see MECA 
activities are primarily from dues.  This 
income distribution is typical  for MECA 
for every treasurers report that I have 
seen. 
  
Did you know that  MECA spent $10,675 
in 2016? This was unusual and no we are 
not doing deficit spending. We had some 
unusual events like deterioration of the 
Meadowbrook Estates Sign on the 
Edgemere median and we had it repaired 
for $3,785.  That was almost 1 years’ worth 
of dues.  We also spent an equal amount to 
re-grass the first median on Edgemere.  
Due to frugal activities like delivering 
Meadowlark (thanks to our volunteers 
again), MECA saves about $1,000 to 
$1,500 per year. We used  savings from 
prior years to pay for  these unusual 
events. 
 
 
 
 

 

The 2016 spending was 68.4%  lawncare 
and sign maintenance, 13.3 % associ-ation 
events like General meetings and National 
Night Out, 6.0% printing for Meadowlark 
and fliers for events like National Night 
Out, 2.8% miscellaneous which included 
registered agent fees, State Corporation 
Commission fees and street signs , 2.7% 
postage, mainly for invoices, 2.0% utilities 
(lights for the Edgemere sign), 1.6% 
insurance (for the Edgemere Sign) , 1.7% 
hospitality Welcome Baskets and 
beverages at General Meetings, and 1.5% 
bank (new checks and one bounced dues 
check).  If you have questions about our 
expenses MECA has a cancelled check for 
every penny.  Please address any questions 
to the President or Treasurer.  There are 
no secrets about  any MECA activity. 
  
MECA has been able to maintain low flat 
dues for a long period because no member 
of any MECA committee receives any 
financial compensation for any event, not 
even gas for patrols.  You can thank your 
outstanding volunteers for an unusually 
high level of community service. 
 

 
 

 
Gregory K. Kontopanos, D.D.S. &  Associates 

A Division of Central Virginia Dental Care, PLC 

3525 Iron Bridge Road 

Richmond, Virginia  23234 

804-275-7477 

New Patients Always Welcome ! 
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WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD ! 
 

Brek Sparks and Amanda O’Neal 

Lake Hills Court, October 2016 

 

Brian Holmes 
Burnham Road, December 2016 

 

Brian Foxworth and S. Phillips 
Marquette Road, December 2016 

 

Frank and Jampee Sebera 
Marquette Road, January 2017 

 

 

 Speed Limit and Stop Signs 
 
Please be aware of Speed Limit and Stop Signs in 
the Neighborhood! 
 
 

MECA Litter Patrol 

by Kathy Donovan 
 
While doing litter pickup this past month, I have 
been stopped twice by strangers who have 
inquired as to whether or not I know the man 
who keeps Hopkins Road clear of litter, and I am 
pleased to say that he is one of my friends and a 
member of MECA.  Their message is that of 
appreciation and the comments made that 
“Hopkins would be a hideous mess without this 
man”…. 
 
 
 
 

Yes, I am proud to say, I do know this man!  He 
is Ray McKinney.  Ray has worked tirelessly and 
diligently for years to keep this community neat 
and litter-free, and uses this time to check on 
neighbors as well. 
 
I read recently a comment that said, “We are 
what we leave behind”.  Litter cleanup is a 
constant responsibility and one that often 
challenges personal safety because of driving 
behaviors along the streets of our area.  I would 
ask that residents please help by collecting any 
trash that is thrown on the roadside, within the 
estates and up on Lake Hills.  This cuts down on 
the volume that folks like Ray McKinney deal 
with constantly. 
 
I have lived up on Lake Hills since 1987 and this 
is the first year that litter is evident and 
roadsides need to be monitored.  I am asking for 
the help of everyone concerned to assist  by 
passing the  word that litter is unacceptable in 
our neighborhoods. 
 
We thank and appreciate all folks who help us in 
any way by keeping it under control.  Litter 
represents lack of respect for the area and an 
indifference to the law.  We can only challenge 
that by being an example for others.  Please 
help us. 
 
 

F U L L    C I R C L E 

 
 

Thomas Malcolm Deadmore (Mac), died 
November 1.  He is survived by his wife Jerry, 
two daughters and a son, and three 
grandchildren.  Mac was active in the community 
and served on a number of State and Local 
boards.  Mac and Jerry lived in their beautiful 
home on Monza Drive for 23 years. 
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Ted Evans passed away on November 12.  He is 

survived by his wife, Rita, four children, and 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  Ted and 

Rita moved into their home on Hopkins Road in 

1994.  For years, they were the editors of the 

Meadowlark, and when called on for their help, 

their answer was always ‘yes’ without giving it a 

thought.  Our neighborhood will greatly miss 

Ted’s smiling face, and our sympathies and 

thoughts are with Rita and family. 

 

William ‘Scott’ Johnston passed away on January 

13.  He is survived by his wife, Joan, a son and 

two daughters, and six grandchildren.  Scott and 

Joan had lived at their home on Falstone Road 

since 1987. 

 

Brett (BJ) Martin of Bonnie Brae Road died 

suddenly on February 3.  He is survived by his 

mother, Daphne, and devoted friend, Ben, of 

Bonnie Brae Road, his father, Brett Sr., two 

brothers, a grandmother, and his fiancée.  Brett, 

who was only 30, had lived in Meadowbrook 

since he was 13. 

 

 

MECA DUES 
If you have not joined Meadowbrook 
Estates Civic Association, or haven’t paid 
your dues for 2017, please do so now!  Fill 
out the following information and send with 
your $25.00 to: 
          MECA 
          P.O. Box 34303 
          Richmond, VA   23234 
 
Name: ______________________ 
Address: ____________________ 
Phone No.   Home___________ 
                    Cell    ___________ 
E-Mail:_______________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Meadowbrook Estates Website 

 

Over the past several months, Ed Kast has 

been working hard to re-do our neighborhood 

website by correcting outdated information, 

adding new pertinent information, and 

implementing suggestions.  In a short time, he 

should have it all ready to ‘go live’!  Thank You 

Ed!  We are so excited and looking forward to 

having our website up and running again! 
 

 

MECA Board Members 
President         Julius Huggins 

jrjhizzle@gmail.com   

804.318.0643 

Vice President        Kathy Donovan 

                  kedonovan@mindspring.com 

          804.205.4598 

Treasurer         Ben Thorp 

          bathorp@comcast.net 

          804.873.6561 

Secretary         Brenda Atkins 

                      BrendaJAtkins@yahoo.com 

          804.275.2958 

Webpage Editor         Ed Kast 

   edkast@earthlink.net 
 

MECA Standing Committees 
Neighborhood Watch Patrol:  

           Julius Huggins  

           jrjhizzle@gmail.com 

           804.318.0643 

Programs/Outreach:      Tyla Matteson 

                       tmatteson1@mindspring.com 

            804.275.6476 

Covenants:          Jimmy Brown                        

JBrown@amoorecadillac.com 

               804.920.2282 

Meadowlark Editor:         Brenda Atkins 

                                 newsletter.meadowlark@gmail.com 

    804.275.2958 

Welcoming Committee:    Elaine Hanlon                            

                                      hanlonea@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 


